OLIVE FISCHER LEAVES AFTER 31 YEARS 


January 1, 1967, Mrs. Olive Fischer will retire from this institution after 31 years of 
zealous service in the Photography Department, a department she organized and has been 
head of since its conception. 


The Photography Dept. is a vital part of our organization and the high standard of work 
that Olive has established has been used to form parts of exhibits on medicine and surgery that 
have frequently brought prizes and fame to the Hospital. Olive is an artist, in the truest sense, 
and this talent is displayed whether she is compiling photographs and sketches for an intricate 
exhibit, or simply making a “No Smoking Sign”. The residents and fellows who have complet- 
ed their training at HSS carry away with them a memento of her ability as shown by the 
scroll-like diplomas they have been awarded, and which Olive painsakingly works up. 


It is difficult to believe that Olive is retiring. Her zest for living makes her seem like a 
contemporary to the younger generations at the hospital. We know that she will continue to 
enjoy life even more, now that she can devote more time to reading, water-color painting and 
music—the friuts of such well-rounded interests that have made her such a good conver- 
sationalist. 


IT’S NICE TO HEAR FROM OUR PATIENTS 


We have a right to be proud of the following accolades that were received last year for a job well done. 


Early in 1965 I spent a week at Special Surgery and was con- 
vinced the hospital enjoyed better than average nursing services. 


Yesterday I was discharged following an operation and a 15-day 
stay on 8th South. I am now fully convinced the hospital’s nursing 
services, in general, and the nurses, in particular, are excellent. 


Miss Dorothy Boylan and her staff—on all shifts—are able, 
dedicated and humane nurses. HSS can certainly be proud of the 
image these girls project to patients and visitors. 


Sometimes, for various reasons, patients are quite capable of 
straining the good nature of any nurse. Miss Boylan’s unique abiliity 
to cope with these special problems is, indeed, laudable. 


The nurses on 8th South—Staffers and Specials—do much more 
than answer room lights, chart patients. They create an atmosphere 
for recovery. 


Thank you for a healthy and happy visit. 


sional physicians. 


God bless you all. 


Although I was only at HSS for two weeks, one would have 
thought I had been on a 14 day vacation at Grossingers. 


The food is superb. I also want to express my thanks for the 
professional work being done in your Orthopedic Appliance 
Shop. After wearing the shoes fitted for me these past months, it is 
like walking on Cloud Nine. 


I feel I must write and compliment the physical decor of your 
hospital. The sparkling colors and gay atmosphere certainly gives a 
lift to the patient naturally apprehensive being away from home and 
facing surgery. 


It is a fitting surrounding for the pleasant and cheerful attitudes 
prevalent throughout the hospital as shown by the personnel and 
hospital medical and nursing staff. 


I was a patient at HSS for 43 days. I had a series of three lovely companions who were 
also patients in Room 618. Perhaps this is due to the excellent care that was given by Mrs. 
Savis and her nursing staff, by your careful maids and porters and by the highly profes- 


In addition, the care I received in physical therapy and the technicians that I came in 
contact with certainly gave me complete confidence in your fine hospital. 


I have been meaning to thank you for the extra special care received at HSS by my wife. 

She has been hospitalized in more than a half dozen hospitals and never before received 
such excellent treatment anywhere. 

In particular, permit to compliment you on the real spirit of friendliness at Special Sur- 
gery. You have gained two life-long friends in myself and my wife. 


In March of this year I started as a patient at the Margaret M. Caspary Clinic. 
My back has hurt me for years, but now, thanks to the doctors at your fine hospital, it 


“I see we haven’t quite mastered 
the copier, have we, Miss Jones?” 


is beginning to feel much better. Miss O’Hara, your social worker, has been both sweet and 
helpful. I would also like to thank you for the custom at the hospital of serving coffee and the 
happy music over the loud speaker. This helps to put a patient at ease while waiting for his 
name to be called. 


ST. VINCENT’S SISTER MARIAN 
CATHERINE ADDRESS TO CLASS 31 


This is the address given by Sister Marian Catherine, Director 
of Nursing and Nursing Services at St. Vincent’s Hospital. 


In the Book of Proverbs—31st Chapter, we read, “Who 
shall find a valiant woman? Far and from the ultermost coasts 
is the price of her hands and let her works praise her in the 
gates.” This proverb from the Old Testament applies so 
specifically to you this evening, dear graduate. 


Did you ever consider that you are a valiant woman? 
Each graduate as she presents herself for her diploma identi- 
fies and brands herself with one word — “dedication” — 
“commitment”. The setting or climate in which. this school 
functions is obviously one of generous dedication and service 
to others. The motto of the Hospital — “The crippled shall 
not stay crippled” expresses a giving of one’s life tor another 
and with over one-hundred and three years of service to hu- 
manity certainly provides the milieu for you to blossom and 
flower into selfless individuals. 


The most wonderful thing I think about graduates from a 
School of Nursing is that the students have pursued this 
course and entered the School because they wanted to—con- 
sequently you considered certain expectations from this type 
of education. You were motivated by a selfless desire initially 
to serve others. This is why I refer to a valiant woman. You 
entered this program for the most part by its altruistic ap- 
peal combined with a certain spirit of adventure which is 
strong in all who meet the challenge of working with and for 
other people. You entered the program, timid perhaps with 
certain defenses of bravery, but deep down in your hearts you 
were frightened to death—You spent time in orientations to 
the School in learning its academic and social disciplines — 
meeting faculty, supervisors - head nurses - friends - medical 
staff and patients. You studied new and diverse bodies of 
knowledge—you attended class—you practiced nursing pro- 
cedures in the classroom. You found Mrs. Chase so flexible— 
so easy to move in the bed—she never complained nor was 
she ever irritable—you thought it was rather simple to make 
an “occupied” bed until you nervously approached the patient. 
The intricacies of life began—and you wondered how could 
you possibly establish rapport with the patient—and keep the 
patient in bed, change the linen on the bed, be pleasant and 
gracious, in command of the situation—as you quickly tried 
to do everything at once. You found the patient assisting you 
and knew how to make a bed better than you did. I am sure 
you often wondered why you had come—was it worth it all? 
Could you persevere?—You can recall, I know, your first ex- 
perience with an instructor who seemed to obviously question 
your “streamlined” way of doing a nursing procedure and 
you thought to yourself—‘“You just cannot win”—You are 
told to have initiative and be self-directed, but when you do 
it, it is wrong. Yet to-night you see with greater clarity that 
such an incident exemplifies the quality of instruction you 
received whereby every constructive criticism opened a new 
dimension of learning for the safe care of patients. 


The dias officials at graduation. 


You may recall your initial experience with death when 
for the first time you realized perhaps with a deeper insight 
and restrained fear that the moment of dying is the most im- 
portant moment of living. You may look back to the first time 
you were on night duty—you marveled at the quiet stillness 
and how even for a few short hours the suffering seemed to 
gain a quiet repose and respite from pain—you may have 
waited patiently for the first glimpse of sunrise—as your ach- 
ing feet and drooping eyelids urged the clock to run its course. 
You have seen so much of life—in one year. You see in real- 
ity what is dramatically written about in novels, portrayed in 
TV programs and movies. You see now that illness and 
disease and death knows no exception—beauty - fortune - 
fame or human love—all are absorbed in this all consuming 
leveler of mankind. 


The past year required prayer, sacrifice, mental and phys- 
ical fatigue—joy mingled with sorrow, pleasure with pain, 
sunny days and rainy ones, tears and laughter, discourage- 
ment plus bright hopes—all these were as instruments used by 
the Divine Physician to heal your soul and prepare it for the 
great work that lies ahead. He moulded your character and so 
chiseled your personality, that today you represent to God, 
one imbued with selfless services to the sick. 


Tonight is a glorious one for you—but a crucial one. You 
have lived in the ideal situation—one of protected concern 
and loving devotedness. Tomorrow you will face the reality of 
life as it exists with your specific role as a nurse. At this time, 
you are so drastically needed. Practical nursing, as a program 
for the education of nurses, has grown in greater proportion 
than any other type of education for nursing personnel. Your 
skills and training are needed for the care of the sick in hos- 
pitals and homes—and extended care facilities. In many hos- 
pitals in the U. S. practical nurses are carrying patient care 
responsibilities to a degree that will be out of proportion to 


FIRST TIME A CHRISTMAS PARTY HELD IN HONOR OF RETA VIOLET 


On December 22 the annual Reta Violet Bridge Club 
Christmas party was held for the pediatric patients. 

For the first time in its history the Reta Violet Club 
was unable to sponsor this party. This organization 
which began in 1929 has dedicated itself to helping 
crippled children. Special Surgery, in fact, was the 
first hospital it aided by having an annual Easter and 
Christmas party and by providing ice cream to the 


children monthly. 

This year it was decided by the Reta Violet member- 
ship that they were physically unable to continue with 
their work. 

Because Reta Violet has been such an integral part 
of Special Surgery’s history, this annual Christmas 
party will continue to be known as the Reta Violet 
Party. 


Pa er eR al 


Sister Marian Catherine’s address cont’d from page 4 

your own expectations and beyond the objectives of your 
preparation. This is true of all levels of nurse practitioners. 
We are at a critical time in this history of health care and 
services to people. Nursing education continues to be an en- 
igma to the public—and acts as a threatening influence in 
meeting society needs—because the demand far exceeds the 
supply of qualified nursing personnel. 


The haphazard closing of hospital diploma schools be- 
tween the years of 1961-1964 has resulted in a national deficit 
of 563 RN as of June 1965. Although this decrease in the 
number of R.N. may not have vital significance at this mo- 
ment, however, the decrease in the number of quality diploma 
program projected for 1965 to 1968 is 78 (49 N.L.N. and 
17 non-accredited). This will seriously affect the R.N. supply 
and quality of nursing care given in many areas of the nation 
—and will likewise have an affect on your role. There is a 
slower increase of B. S. programs in proportion to the rapid 
increase of associate degree programs—in the last 10 years. 


As I indicated, Practical Nursing Education is character- 
ized by a continuous and increasing growth. The number of 
educational programs offered in an academic year 1964-1965 
is more than twice the number offered 8 years ago (439). 
There are now 984 programs—205 are hospital controlled. 
According to information available in 1964, more than % of 
P.N. education programs were administratively controlled by 
vocational types of schools, 20% hospital controlled, 14% 
under college auspices. 


During 1964-1965 — 36,489 students were admitted to 
Programs of Practical and Vocational Nursing. In 1964-1965 
there were 24,331 P.N. graduates representing an increase 
of 128% over the number graduated eight years before — 
97% were women—3% men—but P.N. programs have pro- 
portionately more men graduating from their program than 
from professional nursing programs. 


The number of graduates from Bacculaureate programs 
for the same year—(1964-1965)—is 5,381—from Diploma 
programs—26,795—and associate degree programs is 23510; 


You are graduating at a time when care in hospitals is 
under constant scrutiny—criticism and at times deplorable 
interpretation in the press and current magazines. The public 
is somewhat “distrustful” of the quality of care they may 
receive. We in hospitals have moral obligations to provide the 
best care possible by the wise utilization of all levels of nurs- 
ing personnel. Traditional patterns of care must be reviewed 
in light of the greater good—and in view of a lesser number 
of prepared nursing personnel. 


You are prepared to give direct care to the patient and to 
assist the professional nurse in the more.complex nursing care 
situation. You are in many instances closer to the patient 
than anyone because you are free to utilize not only technical 
skills, but interpersonal skills as well. You are a vital member 
of the health team and one whose function is more clearly 
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defined than that of the professional nurse. You have beert 
given opportunity to see many of the advances made in sci- 
ence, medicine, and research. Therefore you have the respon- 
sibility to render with comparable returns that quality of care 
you know to be a component of excellence. 


Progress in medicine, advances in research, automation 
are tremendous services that have contributed to health care 
and simplification of hospital complexities, but the needs, 
reactions, fears, and anxieties of the patients are the same as 
they were before hospitals existed. Regardless of our prog- 
ress, human nature, when confronted with illness, dependency, 
and the unknown responds to very basic needs. The computer 
is not a replacement for the soul and heart of nursing. A 
machine or a button can never replace the human touch of 
loving sympathy and personal interest. Each patient is an in- 
dividual with a personality, unique in itself—and bears the 
stamp of God’s creation, and is thereby entitled to our re- 
spect, dignity, understanding, and sympathy. 


Frequently, those physically crippled may leave the hos- 
pital still disabled, but beneath a disabled body you will have 
revived a faint and despondent heart and will have caused 
hope to live again. With renewed courage and fortitude you 
will have been instrumental in having a patient see that pain 
and suffering are stepping stones to eternal values and so the 
“crippled shall not stay crippled.” 


In closing, may I congratulate your parents, and those who 
love you. They share the privilege of loving someone who has 
chosen to extend the work of God on earth. 


To the Board of Trustees, the Administrator and Staff we 
extend gratitude—for their interest and generosity in provid- 
ing the educational program with all that is required for an 
excellent school. 


To the Faculty—you, too, deserve a heartfelt thank you— 
for your patience - fortitude - and perserverance—and all the 
headache and heartache disappear as you see fruition in your 
efforts. Faculty, you know, spend days of doubt and wonder, 
too, and so this evening they enjoy your accomplishments. 


To the Class of November 1966—I ask God’s blessing on 
this day—soon it will be a memory as time brings all things 
to fulfillment. Time has three dimensions—past - present - 
and future, but the strange and terrifying aspect of time is 
that this present moment carries with it the power of deter- 
mining the past and future—this moment is our only posses- 
sion and as this evening becomes the past, there is born with- 
in each of you, something that is eternal, a stamp of immor- 
tality that decides your eternal destiny—the days - the weeks - 
the months - the years you have lived, laughed and loved now 
have silently become timeless realities. The countless acts of 
kindness, of service to the sick will be your treasury of eternal 
recompense, and so my prayer is one of humble gratitude to 
God. May your future days be a reflection of the ideals of 
generous and dedicated service to the sick. 


Perhaps we can best illustrate the esteem held by the medical profession for Hazel Evans by quoting a few 
of the men who have had a long association with her: 


DR. PHILIP D. WILSON—“I doubt that there is any resident who has graduated from 
this institution that, if asked, would not fail to reply that he owes more to Hazel Evans 
for her instructions and help, than to any other individual on the medical staff.” 


DR. ROBERT L. PATTERSON, JR.—‘I have interned and served as resident and 
worked in six hospitals, as well as Army medical units since I graduated, but I have 
never seen a person more dedicated to their type of work than Hazel Evans.” 


DR. L. RAMSAY STRAUB—“Hazel’s understanding of procedures and her compre- 
hension of the complicated gadgetry used in orthopedic surgery, as well as the use of 
X-ray machines, and applications of casts, made her invaluable in training the many 
residents that have come here. All the alumni respect her and hold her dear for the very 
simple reason that she has meant so much in each individual’s training.” 


DR. P. D. WILSON, JR.—“As a resident, I was fortunate enough to have that rotation 
that put me on the adult service with Wag, but to this day I do not know whether I 
learned more surgery from him, or from Miss Evans, who always scrubbed in on his 
cases. Somehow, Hazel always knew the right instrument for a given situation. I might 
be at a loss myself, but never her. The Mayo stand was always neat with its distinctive 
blue checkered cover, and there was never any doubt what one was doing when Hazel 
was there. This relationship seems to have hung on ever since, and I’ll miss her reas- 
suring presence when she retires.” 


What will this remarkable woman do now that she is leaving her beloved O.R. Rumor has it that she 
is going to make a world tour and look up all her “boys”. If she does, I dare say there is hardly a corner of 
this earth that Hazel will not find at least one of her boys. 


Some years ago, Hazel Evans was interviewed as one of the outstanding nurses in New York by the 
New York World-Telegram in an article for National Nurses Week. On being asked to give some advice to 
prospective nurses she said: “Learn to take care of others and you'll always take care of yourself.” 


Personally Speaking 


MARRIAGES: 

MRS. CALLIE PACE had two marriagse in her family— 
her son Leonard Pace was married on November 12th and 
her daughter, Carol Pace, was married on December 3rd. 

EMORY ROBERSON, of Nursing Education, 
was married to Vermell Fordham on December 17th. 

Our congratulations to all these couples. 


BIRTHS: 
A second daughter was born to Dr. and Mrs. JOHN TERMINE. 
TODD and INGEORG SOLBERG became the proud parents 
of a baby girl on November 25, 1966. Todd is a Chief 
Technician in Research. 
LOUISE HARING (Lambert) former LPN on the O.R. 
had a baby girl on November 21, 1966. 
MR. KILEBREW, Scoliosis Clerk from the Out-Patient 
Department is the proud father of an 8 Ib. 3 ozs. baby girl. 
GEORGE MIMS of Houseekeping, recently became 
the father of a new son. 
Congratulations to all these parents. 


DEATHS: 

We are sorry to announce that HERBERT LEWIS’ of 
Dietary, mother died who was a resident of Baltimore, Md. 
SUSIE DAVIS’ grandmother died in Georgia. Also, 

MARY KNOWLES’ mother, passed away December 3rd. 
We offer all of you our sincere condolences. 


ILLNESS: 
We are sorry to report that BARBARA BONNELL (dietitian) 
has been out with an infected foot. 
Miss KATIE KLINE of Nursing, ‘‘stubbed” her toe??? 
Poor Katie—the tears really rolled ... Hope you are 
feeling better! 
JULIA GILBERT of Housekeeping fractured her wrist 
which we hope will be out of the cast soon. 


CHANGES & PROMOTIONS: 

MRS. PEARL KORNFELD is now in Accounts Receivable 
as the new Credit Manager, and MRS. MARY KELLY is the 
Supervisor of Accounts Receivable. RAOUL AGUIAR 
is the new cashier. Raoul was formerly at the Information Desk. 
LERICE MINGAU is transferred to nursing. Miss SONIA 
RAMIREZ was promoted from General Clerk in O.P.D. to 
Resource Interviewer in the Registrar’s Office. 

Miss DOROTHY PAGE has been promoted to the head 

of the Photography Department, replacing OLIVE FISCHER 
who is retring. Miss ELIZABETH KERSCH has been 
promoted to O.R. Supervisor, replacing Hazel Evans 

who is retiring. 

MRS. MOORE, MISS McCRAE and MR. GAITNER 
were trained as surgical technicians by Miss K. DIRITA, R.N. 
and are now working as “Scrub Nurses” in our O.R. 


ADDITIONS: 

MISS IRENE REZKALLAH has joined the Social Service 
Dept. as Case Aide in the Cerebral Palsy Clinic. She was 
formerly employed by the Dept. of Welfare, working at 
Calagy Hall. Miss Rizkallah has replaced Mrs. Mary Risher 
who resigned when her husband was transferrred to Viet Nam. 
New employees in Housekeeping are THEODORE SEAY, 
RELTON RICHARDS, JOSE VILLAFANE and JULIUS 
DONOVAN. JOAN VALLE has joined the staff of O.P.D. 
as General Clerk. Miss PEG KILLIAN, R.N., has recently accepted 
a position with us as a staff nurse. Peg is the new 
attractive brunette up on 6 South. LETTIE MANGAU, N.A., 
began working on 7 South November 28th. The Laboratory of 
Ultrastructural Biochemistry has two new technicians: 

Mr. WILLIAM R. TRILSCH and Mrs. ANNE KOEUHN. 

Two R.N.’s from Austria, Miss ANITA MEIER and 
Miss GUDRUN AVER joined our O.R. Staff. 

We welcome all of these people to HSS. 


RESIGNATIONS: 

MISS LYNN MAGID will be leaving the Cerebral Palsy Clinic 
on December 30th, she will be working in a physician’s office. 
C. L. WILLIAMS has resigned from our Housekeeping Dept. 


Miss SUSAN YOUNG has resigned from Resource Interviewer 
to continue a career in the field of Art. Miss MARY ELLEN 
STANZIOLA, Asst. Head Nurse of the Recovery Room, 

will be leaving us in January. She has accepted a position 

on the government ship the “S/S Hope”. 


OTHER NEWS 
MISS GLORIA ROMA of Fund Raising and Public 
Information is leaving the end of the month for a 
4 week vacation in Mexico City and Acapulco. 
MARGARET ROBINSON’S Club, the Lucy 7 Social Club, 
held a Dance Dec. 2, which turned out to be a real smash 
at the Carlton Hotel and was well attended by the 
Dietary Department. MISS WEISS, Surgical Technician 
in O.R., just returned from Florida with a nice suntan. 


Professionally 
Speaking 


DR. IVAR J. LARSEN, an alumnus of HSS, is President 
of the Western Orthopedic Association. 

DR. RICHARD H. FREYBERG, director of the Depart- 
ment of Rheumatic Diseases at HSS and Clinical Professor of 
Medicine, Cornell University Medical College, attended the 
American Rheumatism Association’s annual session in Cin- 
cinnati, December 2nd and 3rd. 

DR. ROBERT C. MELLORS, Professor of Pathology at 
Cornell University, and director of Laboratory and Pathology 
at the Hospital for Special Surgery, presented the paper “Im- 
plication of a Virus-Like Agent in the Immunopathological 
Disorders of NZB Mice” at the Scientific Session of the Amer- 
ican Rheumatism Association in Cincinnati, Dec. 2, 1966. 

DR. ROBERT H. FREIBERGER, director of the De- 
partment of Roentgenology at the Hospital for Special Sur- 
gery, gave a lecture on “Aseptic Necrosis of the Hip” and 
“Arthography of the Knee” in the fall meeting of the Radio- 
logical Society of Southern California, October 22, 1966, at 
the Los Angeles Biltmore Hotel. 

DR. CARL BERNSTEN, Associate Attending Physician 
in Rheumatic Disease Dept. at HSS and Clinical Asst. Pro- 
fessor of Medicine at Cornell, spoke on December 12th at 
Cornell on voluntary commissions as an ensign in the naval 
program 1915 and also paid summer clerkships for medical 
students. Dr. Bernsten has recently returned from a week of 
active duty at the Navy’s Bureau of Medicine and Surgery. 
He is the medical representative at CUMC for the Com- 
mandant of the 3rd Naval District. 

DR. MELVIN SCHWARTZ, Assistant Professor of Bio- 
metrics in Public Health, is directing the sample selection and 
the statistical analysis of the data for a three year study. of 
the emotional health of children in the family setting in which 
1,000 Westchester County families will participate. This study 
is being conducted by the Mental Health Assn. of Westchester 
under a $250,000 grant from the National Institutes of 
Mental Health. 

DR. ROBERT FREIBERGER participated in a program 
at the New York Academy of Medicine on December 12th. 
Dr. Freiberger spoke on “Arthograms of the Normal and Ab- 
normal Shoulder.” 

DR. HOWARD D. BALENSWEIG, Asst. Orthopedic 
Surgeon at HSS also participated in this discussion. 

DR. BERNARD JACOBS, at the same program discussed 
“Baseball Injuries of the Upper Extremity”. Dr. Jacobs is 
Asst. Orthopedic Surgeon at HSS. 

DR. ROLLA D. CAMPBELL, JR., Director, Fracture 
Service, New York Hospital and ‘Assoc. Attending Orthopedic 
Surgeon at HSS, participated in a discussion of “Manage- 
ment and Mismanagement of Olecranon Fractures”’. 


We need cheerleaders 
in the stands for HSS home games! 
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“HAPPY NEW YEARS, DARLING” 


BOOK SALE SUCCESS 


The Patients’ Library held its annual book sale December 
6th and 9th outside the 3rd floor Cafeteria. 


The proceeds from the book sale amounted to almost 
$200.00, which is very gratifying and the Library Committee 
wish to thank the staff and personnel for making the sale such 
a success. 


The profits from this annual sale go right back into the 
Library for the purchase of new books that are enjoyed by the 
in-patients, staff and personnel of HSS. The books that are 
put on sale are for the most part, donations. 


Mrs. Edwin I. Hilson, Vice President of the Board of 
Managers, purchasing a book at the sale counter. 


HSS BASKETBALL TEAM SCHEDULE 


December 7 mS) JAS! Flower 74 
December 20 L.l. Jewish (Score not in yet) 
December 22 James Ewing (Score not in yet) 


January 16 Mt. Sinai (away) 
January 26 North Shore (home) 
February 2 Flower (home) 
February 9 L.l. Jewish (home) 
February 20 James Ewing (away) 
March 2 Mt. Sinai (home) 
March 9 North Shore (away) 


All home games will be held on Thursday evenings 
at 7:30 p.m. at The Parks Dept. Gym located on 54th 
Street between First and Second Avenues. 


Effective December lst, The Board of Managers 
has changed Mr. Young’s title from Director to Ad- 
ministrative Vice-President. 
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A YULETIDE MESSAGE 


From the Administrative Vice President of ‘The Hospital for Special Surgery 


Now the most cherished time of the year is with us. It is a time when the heart 
is warmest, when the thoughts of men turn toward other men and a radiance 
seems to touch our lives. 

Of all the times, this is the most quiet, even though there ts no serenity 
in our tense world today. The quietness is something we feel, an inner hush. 

And, of all the times, this is the most personal. The Yuletide brings us closer — 
to ourselves as well as to others — and affects each of us in a special way. For some, 
it is a time for gaiety; for others, a time for nostalgia, a time dimmed by 
the remembrance of happier holidays of yesteryear. 

For many—and I am one—it 1s a time for reflection. This is a blessed time, 
and a time for counting our blessings. One of the many I count 1s the realization 
of how fortunate we are to have a Hospital “family” which is, in spirit, truly a family. 

I am also, at this time of the year more than at any other, deeply aware of our 
proud heritage. For of all the gifts of this season, the most prectous ts the gift of 
caring for others, of tendering mercy, both with our hands and hearts. 

Yes, there is a warm glow about the holiday season. But there is a deeper 
glow that comes from dedicating our time and_ skills—and each of us 
contributes in some way—to treat or to make 
more comfortable those who come to us 
for help and hope. 

It is a gift that endures long past the 
holidays, one that enriches our lives 
and the lives of others. 

May you and your families share the joys 
and radiance of this season and may the 
New Year bring you health and happiness. 
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HAZEL EVANS RETIRES 


A PORTRAIT OF DEDICATION 


Thirty-six years ago, a nurse came from Pittsburgh to 
New York City and the Ruptured and Crippled Hospital 
on 42nd Street. That was a memorabie day for The Hos- 
pital for Special Surgery because this nurse has become a 
living legend. Hundreds of residents and fellows have 
passed through these portals in those intervening years to 
receive their practical training in operating room proce- 
dures from this amazing woman, and have left more con- 
fident and deft surgeons because of their association with 
her. 

Hazel Evans was born in Pennsylvania of an old estab- 
lished family that had been in New England since Revolu- 
tionary days. She grew up in that beautiful countryside and 
learned to love it so well that she returned whenever she 
could. Hazel trained in Allentown, Pa. and went on to 
Pittsburgh where she received her specialized O.R. train- 
ing. During that time she was associated with Dr. Sherman 
(Sherman Plate), one of the first doctors who used the 
Lane Technique for operative treatment of fractures. 
When she came to HSS 36 years ago, she was in charge of 
the Private Operating Room and Miss Fox was Super- 
visor of the Main Operating Room. In 1941, Miss Fox 
left and Hazel became Supervisor. She has run the O.R. 
ever since. She starts her day at 6:30 a.m. and often can 
still be found in her surgical blues late in the evening. It is 
doubtful that there is any member of this hospital who has 
put in more hours of work than she has through the years. 
She once said that to be a good O.R. nurse “you have to 
want it more than anything else. You have to have your 
whole heart and soul in it. People expect a lot of you — 
you must be willing to give that all.” 


If Hazel had a mind to, she could write quite a book. 
She has been a witness and participant to many changes in 
concepts, techniques, and equipment in surgery over the 
years. When speaking to the doctors who have known her 
all this time, they shake their heads in wonderment as they 
recall the many incidents; exciting, funny and sad, that they 
shared with Hazel Evans in the O.R. suite. 


Hazel always scrubbed for Dr. Lewis Clark Wagner, 
who taught her so much about surgery that she is consid- 
ered a competent surgeon by the knowledgeable men at 
HSS. One man in his early days at HSS recalls of a time 
when he was asked to assist in an unfamiliar procedure. 
The chief operator after beginning the procedure turned to 
him and said “Okay, now you finish up.” The man was 
somewhat taken aback, but was soon quickly relieved and 
reassured when Hazel skillfully stepped in and successfully 
completed the procedure. Also, there was once an emer- 
gency transfusion that had to be made on a yacht, when 
Hazel was out on Long Island visiting one of the doctors. 
The only equipment available was a 20cc syringe and it 
was necessary to give the patient 1,000cc of blood. Fifty 
injections were made by Hazel and the transfusion was a 
success. 


In the old building on 42nd Street, the Main Operating 
Room consisted of a large room with two operating tables 
and a large balcony rising high above. Frequently, two op- 
erations went on simultaneously, and the x-rays for these 
operations were taken by the residents. Needless to say, 
there were a few incidents of confusion under such trying | 
conditions, i.e., the x-ray machines breaking down during 
a hip nailing. But Hazel was always there to make order 
out of disorder. 


Hazel has also, in a way, run her own public relations 
department. She always puts herself out to receive the 
many visiting doctors who come here to observe from all 
over the world. When former residents pass through, she 
goes out of her way to give them a very warm welcome and 
keeps up to date on what is happening to them and to their 
friends. In this way she has a fund of information about 
the former graduates which she makes available when 
needed, Hazel has also played a part in encouraging the 
future of medicine by being gracious and willing to show 
the staff and personnel’s children, who are interested, 
around the Operating Rooms. continued on page 6 


